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Latest Virus Plagues 
Redeemer’s Internet 


Email and web 
browsing grind to 
halt, despite easy 

fixes 


BY STEVEN VELDKAMP 


Unless you avoid using email 
you've undoubtedly 
noticed an unusual increase in the 
number of emails you receive in 
the last couple of weeks. Some of 
these messages are obviously spam 
(emails you don’t want), and others 
seemed to be from people you know 


altogether, 


but had unusual subjects, content, 
or attachments. Unfortunately, the 
consequences of clicking on those 
attachments go far beyond mere 
annoyance, because the tricky virus 
contained in them multiplies rapidly 
and disguises itself very well. 

The known as 
MyDoomorNovarg, wascreated with 
the intent to fill up email accounts 
and slow down the computers that 
serve email, including the computer 
that manages email. 
Opening the runs a 
program — called a ‘virus’ because 


virus, either 


Redeemer's 
attachment 


of its negative consequences — that 
the 
such as 


searches computer for email 


addresses, those in an 


address book, and sends a slightly 
different email containing the same 
virus to all of those addresses. On 
a campus where every student 
has several other students’ email 
addresses, such a scheme quickly 
causes nightmares for the computer 
that handles email delivery. In fact, 
the virus spread so quickly on our 
campus that Computer Services 
had to completely clean out all the 
students’ email accounts in order 
to keep the email server running 
smoothly, and even since then 
multiple copies of the virus arrive in 
students’ accounts daily. 

The virus also fakes the address 
the email was sent from, so that even 
though it claims to have come from 
stlife@redeemer.on.ca, for example, 
that’s not necessarily the case at all. 
This makes it more difficult to tell 
whether or not the email — and its 
attachment -- are legitimate or not. 

Here are some recommendations 
Information Services for 
keeping your computer safe from 
infection, and Redeemer’s email 
system running smoothly: 

1. Use antivirus software! AVG 
is free and can be downloaded at 

www.grisoft.com, 


from 


but Norton AntiVirus 
(www.symantec.com) is 
recommended for its added 
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Singleness Forum 
Tackles Difficult Issues 


Freedom and 
loneliness clash in 
unattached students 


BY BRIANNA HAMMER 


The third edition of the Student 
Life-sponsored seminar series, 
“As Good As It Gets,” took place 
on Wednesday, January 28. This 
time, the roundtable dealt with the 
topic of singleness — the benefits, 
the difficulties, and the Biblical 
directions for this often-complex 
stage in many lives. John Krueger 
and Nancy Hartholt headed up this 
most recent session, with Professor 
Helen Vreugdenhil providing, 
insight as the sole member of the 
faculty panel. The student panel 
included Karmyn Giesbrecht, Kim 


what it is like to be single on this 
campus. 

Perhaps the most significant 
issue dealt with was the importance 
of placing trust in God regarding 
our relationships, like we should 
in every other aspect of our lives. 
Karmyn was quick to point out that 
this time in her life has allowed her 
to do many things that could only 
be accomplished while single. She 
trusts and recognizes that this is 
what God has planned for her at this 
point in time, and intends to reach 
her full potential. Both Kim and 
Simon agreed that their singleness 
has lead to paths that might not have 
been open to them had they been in 
relationships, such as mission work 
and further studies overseas. It is 
important, they said, to recognize 
that God has placed us in such 
positions for a reason. 

Many of the panelists discussed 


Furtney, Simon LeSieur, Kristy the opportunities that singleness 
Stephenson, and allowed them, 
Jack Van Dorp, all : : : such as working 
of whom offered Topics included the benefits on a Eescnil 
great advice and difficulties of being relationship with 
to other single single, what the Bible Christ. Jack and 
people —_ within gays about singleness, the ‘"Sty meceRn 
Redeemer’s . ie that being single 
community. The difference between being allows them to 
Boardroom was alone and loneliness, and grow in Christ, 
packed for this what it is like to be single establish their 
time of discussion : own identities, 
and reflection. on this campus. and focus on their 

Prior to the studies, while 
panel discussion, Kim noted that 


students were encouraged to discuss 
the prepared among, 
themselves, Topics included the 
benefits and difficulties of being 
single, what the Bible says about 
singleness, the difference between 
being loneliness, and 


questions 


alone and 


she has had the chance to focus on 
her friendships. 

The panelists were invited to 
comment on the difficulties of 
singleness, especially in the context 
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Last week marked Missi@m Week 2004, under the theme “Go Fish.” Several organizations 
like Serving in Mission (SIM), Wycliffe, African Inland Mission (AIM) and CRWM had 
representatives available answer student questions, and to provide information about their missions. The 
week also featured five days of well-attended seminars, including witnessing through sports, witnessing to 


native Canadians, witn 
trips, and tips for shari 
Nations,” featuring the 
Anglers Chat, and the 
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Go Fish 


CHRISTY PATERSON 


g to Muslims after September 11 (see articles this issue), preparing for mission 
testimony. The week concluded with a Friday night concert entitled “A Song for the 
Fish praise and worship team, student musical guests such as Matt McKenna and 
ight of the show, an international fashion show called “Walk of Nations,” where 


international studenis haifa chance to don the attire of their native countries in front of their peers (above). 


The concert drew over'1 


tudents, and organizers look forward to growth in future years. 


Reaching Out to Muslims Post-9/11 


Overcoming 
misconceptions on 
both sides 


BY JAKE BELDER 


It would be faif to say that the 
religion of Islam the 
greatest threat to Christianity in 
today’s world. However, it must also 
be said that in a post-9/11 world, 
it also presents uS With a fantastic 
opportunity. The terrorist attacks 
brought Islam to our doorsteps. We 
can no longer ignore |t, for our cities 
are growing, and Muslims are now 
our next-door neighbors. Muslims 


presents 


are also on a world evangelism 
crusade right now. They see their 
religion on top of a hierarchical 
scale. The Qu’ran teaches that they 
are the best people in the world, 
intrinsically superior to all others. 
The final seminar in this year’s 
Mission Emphasis Week presented 
the issue of how to reach Muslims 
in the post_9/11 society. The seminar 
was led by Brian Seeley of HCJB 
Radio of Quito, Ecuador, a radio- 
broadcasting mission that proclaims 
the gospel all over the world. Seeley 
highlighted the misconceptions that 
Christians and Muslims hold of each 
other, and how to build relationships 
so that the gospel can be effectively 
spread. 
There excited 


is reason to be 


with the opportunities that we are 
presented with today. Since the 
Gulf War, there has been growing 
disillusionment with Islam. Muslim 
nations are divided. Non-western 
Christians are becoming actively 
involved in outreach to the Islamic 
people. However, we must also battle 
the pluralist spirit that dominates 
our society. Marked differences exist 
between Christians and Muslims, 
and we cannot simply brush them 
under the table, and in so doing run 
the risk of becoming syncretistic. 
Seeley pointed out that some 
of the biggest hindrances to our 
mission efforts to Muslims are the 
misconceptions Christians hold of 
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Witnessing through Sports 
Proves Effective Worldwide 


African soccer field 
equal to European 
cathedral for 
spreading gospel 


BY JEFF SIEGER 


God gives us all different talents 
and passions Within our life. For 
some it is musi¢, for others drama, 
for some people (like myself) it is 
sports. It is important to use these 
passions and talents to serve Christ, 
and one way to do that is to take it 
out on to the mission field. 

The people at Athletes in Action 
believe very strongly in this, as 
was shown during their seminar 
on February 5". Two men from 
AIA, Scot Hourston and Aaron 
Rose, came and spoke in the 
Executive Dining Room about their 
experiences a8 athletes ministering 
for Christ. Sports missions are very 
important, they explained, because 


sport is something that is universally 
understood. People all over the 
world, rich and poor, understand 
what it means to be an athlete and 
what sports are. 

The first thing they talked about 
was how sports can open doors 
for us as Christians to minister to 
those that normally wouldn't listen 
to the Gospel. This can happen 
while on the field or court, just by 
the way we play the game. By not 
retaliating, playing dirty or trash 
talking, we show that even though 
we're playing the same game, we are 
playing it differently than most, 

Also, many of the Southeast 
Asian countries that AIA travels to 
would not let them in if it wasn’t 
for the soccer team that AIA sends. 
The countries welcome a challenge 
for their top teams, no matter what 
religious background the team may 
be. 

They also spoke about how we can 
establish relationships with others 
through sport. This is absolutely 
key to effective ministry. For some 


unexplainable reason, there is a 
bond formed through tough (and 
clean) competition between two 
athletes. 

That connection allowed the 
people from AIA to speak to 500 
politicians, important businessmen 
and other key players in Southeast 
Asia while they were over there 
playing soccer. That is the equivalent 
of ministering to the House of 
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COMMENTARY 


Editorial 


BY DAN POSTMA 


I spent last weekend, as I’ve 
spent a great deal of time in my 
four years here at Redeemer, 
singing in Redeemer’s concert 
choir. Over those years, I’ve given 
a lot of thought and energy to 
the choir, but it was not until this 
weekend that I realized the depth 
of opportunity our choir — and 
along the same lines, our sports 
teams, mission groups, traveling 
yoga troupes — has compared to 
others like it. We are distinctly set 
apart, because we have a purpose 


behind our words, our songs, our 
games. 

The event was the first annual 
Ontario University Choral Festival, 
in which our singers joined those 
from McMaster and Brock (next 
year, Guelph will be added). We 
spent Saturday in workshops, 
rehearsals and a_banquet/dance, 
then a concert Sunday in which each 
choir performed individually, and 
all sang together as a mass choir. 
Our interaction with the singers 
from other schools is what made 
the weekend very special, so I’m not 
going to heavily criticize anyone. But 
I do want to point out two examples 
that illustrate my point. 

On Saturday night, all three choirs 
got to enjoy a dinner and dance 


banquet, and I saw in the evening 
what I saw in the whole weekend: 
an opportunity to share our faith 
without preaching, just by being 
modest, moderate, and responsible. 
I worried that we wouldn't seize the 
opportunity: we might get sloshed, 
or find creative ways to wear very 
little, or we might hang back and 
disengage, choosing to avoid the 
whole thing rather than be selective 
in what we could enjoy. As it turned 
out, I worrted unnecessarily: we 
enjoyed the dance, and the drinks, 
and the company, and we did it 
responsibly. Some others did not, 
but I felt we did a great job of living 
what we believe, without preaching 
it. 

The second example is from the 


Letters to the Editor 


It’s Just Part of the Game? 


Dear Editor, 

I was home from school one 
summer and decided to take in the 
movie Gladiator with a friend of mine. 
We sat in spellbound silence as we 
watched to story of Marcus Aurelias 
unfold on the screen. Scenes of 
gruesome violence and bloodthirsty 
crowds are what caught my eye the 
most. Although I have been told that 
those types of hand-to-hand fights to 
the death were commonplace in the 
Roman era, it certainly was not easy 
to watch. While we walked away 
from the theatre I overheard a few 
other movie-goers discussing what 
they had just witnessed. “That was 
terrible,” said one, “I’m glad that we 
don’t condone that type of ferocious 
behaviour today.” Unfortunately, I’m 
not so sure that’s the case... 

The night is November 30, 2003, 
the scene is Wentworth Triple Rinks 
in Ancaster, Ontario, and some 400- 
plus students, family, friends and 
faculty are gathered to watch what 
has been dubbed “Hockey Night in 
Ancaster,” complete with programs 
and free Tim Horton's coffee. The 
two teams about to play are the 
Redeemer University College Royals 
and the Calvin College Knights. Fans 
from both sides stomp their feet, 
bang the glass and cheer like crazy 
as the two teams go through their 
warm-up motions and get set to 
go toe-to-toe in what has become a 
tradition between the two schools. 

What bothered me most was not 
the screaming fans or cold seats in 
the arena, but the way these players, 
representing Christian institutions, 
treated each other. The puck had 
hardly been dropped when one 
player, not involved in the action 
at the time, was levelled at center 
ice. Fans from both sides screamed 
with delight as player after player 
was slammed into the boards. The 
first period was hardly over and 
one player had been ejected for 
unsportsmanlike conduct while 
another had left the game with an 
injured ankle. 

I don’t want to spend my time 
quoting scripture about treating 
others as we would like to be treated 
and turning the other cheek, but 
I believe that actions need to be 
accounted for. I am not a pacifist 
— 1 played football in high school 
and I enjoyed the physical side of 
the game. It was a great confidence 
booster for myself and, let's face it, 
a lot of fun. I view hockey much the 
same way. Physical contact is a part 
of the game, but not to the extent that 
these players used it. Headhunting 
is the best and only way to describe 
the action on that cold night. 

I know how the argument goes 
from here: “Lighten up,” you'll 
tell me, “it’s just part of the game!” 
True, contact in many sports is 
commonplace, and expected. But 
what I saw that night was the 
intention to hurt. I know full well 
from my days on the football field 
that emotion and adrenaline run 
high and the desire to take out your 
frustrations on your opponents 
becomes, at the time, a_ viable 
option. However, the ability to take 
that frustration and turn it into 
determination is what makes a true 
athlete and especially a Christian 
one. 

So now you ask yourself, “Is 


this being written because of the 
Christian life that we choose to live?” 
I say yes. We are called to live out our 
faith in every aspect of our lives. We 
don’t hang it up in the locker room 
for an hour and put it back on after 
our shin pads are stashed away. 
These athletes, from both teams, 
choose to pay a costly tuition to get 
a university education from a school 
that teaches Christ at the centre of 
everything. All aspects of life on 
these campuses — from dorm life to 
academics to athletics — are taught 
with a strong Christian ethic. 

Now we don’t need to go to 
extremes. I once watched a volleyball 
match at a large Christian University 
out west where, after every point, 
the players gathered in a circle, 
stomped their feet, clapped their 
hands, pointed to the ceiling and 
shouted, “For Him!” This is going 
a little far. We do not)score goals or 
sink three pointers in the name of the 
Lord, but we have to remember that 
He is there, watching. And I’m sure 
that He did not give these players 
the ability to play this game with this 
cutthroat mentality. In the crowd, 
you could see, and occasionally hear, 
inappropriate words and gestures 
being mouthed from the ice and the 
stands. Three or four times, it looked 
like the two teams would clear their 
benches and duke it out like thugs 
rather than like hockey players. 

Coupled with this display is 
the reminder that these students 
represent something very different 
in post-secondary education. I know 
from my experience as a student at 
Redeemer that more than once the 
conduct of “Christian” students was 
called in for examination under the 
microscope. I understand that we are 
all human and thus prone to making 
mistakes, and | can take that. I am by 
no means perfect. But I do try my 
best, in a world increasingly sceptical 
of Christianity, to be as Christ-like as 
possible. It seemed apparent to me 
that most of these players made 
either the conscious or unconscious 
decision to perhaps forego those 
responsibilities for an hour or 
two. That is not only a shame, it is 
hypocritical. 

I know it seems like an unfair 
amount of pressure, but my 
experience is that those against 
Christianity are always looking for 
something like this to defend their 
argument. “If these are Christian 
students representing Christian 
schools, why are they trying to send 
their opponents out of the arena on 
stretchers?” Perhaps this question 
might have been asked by someone 
taking in a few minutes of the game 
from the stands or the pub. Unfair 
or not, this is what we are called to 
work against. 

And so we come back to my 
main point. I was upset by the way 
that these guys played hockey. 
Professional sports, video game 
sports and, on the rare occasion, kids’ 
sports glorify the acts of violence that 
I witnessed that night. As Christians, 
we are called to live outside of that. I 
realize that it’s hard, but most things 
in life are. 

Let me close with this: Wayne 
Gretzky didn’t achieve his position 
and skill by running into his 
opponents or working his man over 
in the corner. His achievements came 


from a dedication to playing with 
his head up and the determination 
to finesse the puck. The amount of 
time he spent in the “sin bin” was 
minuscule. But we all loved to watch 
him play because he moved like 
mercury. No wonder we all refer to 
him as “The Great One.” You may 
remember a “bruiser” for a short 
time, but you ask your kids, friends, 
roommates or neighbours who the 
best hockey players are, and they 
will more than likely choose Wayne 
Gretzky or Bobby Orr over Wendel 
Clark. 

Hockey will always have a 
contact side to it; that is the nature 
of the game. However, we do need 
to decide what is enough. I know 
it feels to hit someone on 
field square in the chest 


protector, but I also know how good 
it is to. im off the turf when the _ 
whistl#@b 180 So perhaps the golden 


rule does have a place in cold hockey © 


arenas, and perhaps the next time 
these two teams get together they 
will play the game right, and keep 
contact to a minimum. As Christians, 
we are all called to aspire to be like 
The Great One; why can’t we do the 
same in hockey? 


- Mark Veenstra, Alumnus (02) 


Singing, Praying, and Leading Peers with Conviction 


Sunday concert, when each choir 
got to listen to the others. Here is 
where I thought we really shone. 
As the adjudicator noted, we sang 
with passion and conviction — in 
other words, we sang what we 
believe. McMaster’s choir sang a 
Requiem by Howells, featuring 
common sacred texts often sung by 
our choir, but despite their technical 
competence and vocal skill, I felt the 
lack of conviction in their singing — 
perhaps the same lack of conviction 
I witnessed the night before. Brock’s 
pieces too were technically difficult 
and well-performed, but without 
much fervour. To be fair, though, it 
may have been hard to expect the 
Brock students to sing passionately 
about fish in a harbour, or kissing 
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the miller’s daughter, or about the 
faithful old “Diddle dees.” 

I'm not trying to pat our choir 
on the back, though I’m pleased 
with how we acted and how we 
sang. I’m holding up this weekend 
as a reminder to every group and 
every team from Redeemer with 
the chance to mingle with peers 
from other schools. We didn’t 
preach at other singers, and we 
didn’t try to force anything on them 
(though all three choirs enjoyed a 
wonderful sung benediction after 
the concert). But we acted and we 
sang purposefully, as if we had a 
reason to be there. I encourage 
all of the ambassadors God sends 
from Redeemer to do likewise. «? 
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Re: “Women Remain Incomprehensible” 


Dear Editor, — 

Yesterday morning I read 
“Women Remain Incomprehensible” 
by Jake Belder (Jan 26). While I 
realize that the article was meant to 
be humorous, [ must admit that | 
was mildly offended by its contents. 
The reasons for this offense are listed 
below. 

1) The use of the word “man” in 
this context oo to be gender 
exclusive, which suggests that the 
“countless feats in many fields” 
such as technology, gastronomy, and 
philosophy have been accomplished 
only by males. I would suggest 
that the author speak to Dr. Elaine 
Botha about her contributions to 
philosophy, or to other faculty 
members who either are women 
who have contributed to these fields 
or who know women who have so 
contributed. 


Dear Editor, 

How many times does “Women 
Remain Incomprehensible” (Jan 26) 
need to be written? The clichés that 
Mr. Belder used in this article are 
so old and so tired. Men who try to 
figure out women by talking to other 
men constantly fascinate me! I think 
that this might be his problem. So, 
from a woman's perspective (and 
just one, because | would not assume 
to write for all), 1 would like to point 
out some holes in his argument, as 
well as give him some advice. 

Mr. Belder assumes that when a 
man asks a woman what is wrong, 
and she says “Nothing,” that she is 
naturally mad at him. But maybe she 
is just not ready to talk yet, maybe 
she is thinking before she speaks 
in order to avoid an emotional 
outburst, or maybe she does not 


2) I am appalled by the 
stereotypical way in which women 
are characterized in the article. My 
suspicion is that one would not 
characterize Canadians of African 
or First Nation heritages in ways 
that are so derogatory. Why is it 
then considered appropriate to 
characterize women in such ways? 

3) I wonder also if the author’s 
comments also show a lack of 
compassion for some of the issues 
women face. For example, he states 
that he commented on how a woman 
looked in a dress and she replied, 
“Are you saying I’m fat?” This could 
indicate that the woman has been 
affected by a media in which women 
are portrayed with unrealistically 
perfect proportions and she is 
unduly uncomfortable with the way 
she looks in comparison. 

4) I have to admit that the author’s 
comments remind me of some of 


want to burden him with a problem 
that she is capable of fixing on her 
own, and just needs the time. The 
man should reply, “Okay, maybe we 
can talk about it later.” This will give 
him space from anger, and will give 
her time to sort out her feelings. She 
will tell him if she so chooses — just 
step back. 

Mr. Belder’s advice to men is to 
apologize frequently. My advice to 
him is to both listen and engage in 
conversation. He should let her know 
how he feels about an issue, instead 
of apologizing for his viewpoint; this 
tends to lead to boring relationships. 

“Happy wife, happy life.” Take 
about three steps back. Happy life, 
happy friend, happy girlfriend, 
happy couple, If Mr. Belder is not 
a happy person without a woman 
on his arm, he can forget about the 


the kinds of things that Philo of 
Alexandria said about “ill rm 
women in the first century, - 
I would hope that at Redee 

University College we have come a a 


little further than that. 
Perhaps Mr. Belder and athe 
men who write for The Cr 


could become aware of some 
obstacles that women face in 
themselves and their contributions 
taken seriously. Perhaps a _ 
articles on contributions 

have made to the fields Mr. 
mentioned might be in order. At the 
very least, | would hope that them 
who write for The Crown would write 
about their sisters in Christ in a more 
supportive and compassionate sa 


the 


- Nancy Calvert-Koyzis, Ph.D. 

Part-time _—_ faculty, M 
University & Redeemer University 
College } 


happy life. If he is looking for _— 
mortal (an incomprehensible 


that) to make him eternally happy... 
then the fact that he can’t understand 
us is the least of his problems. 

“Are you saying I’m fat?” How 
can Mr, Belder even raise his head 
in school after plying that age-old, 
stereotypical catch phrase? Does he 
really think that women ask men 
that? If he makes a woman feel loved 
and feel beautiful, he will never run 
into this question. If at some point in 
his life he does get asked this, then he 
is not building up her self-esteem as 
much as she needs him to, and she is 
just begging him to tell her that she is 
beautiful and loved...nothing else, 


- Kristen Miedema 
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Woolly Mammoths and 


Skin Cancer 


. owever, this ecological balance has 
Supporting Kyoto or ivipted b 


been disrupted by the exponential 
increase of GHG production due 
to the use of fossil fuels and the 
destruction of many of the forests 
around the world. This increase in 
GHGs has resulted in the absorption 
of solar radiation and an increase in 
global temperature. 

The implications of this global 
warming phenomenon are all 
around us. With the present 
increased temperature the ice at the 


BY MATT KLINGENBERG 


During activity period on the 
26" of January, Dr. Henry Brouwer 
and Professor Rob Harvey held a 
discussion about the feasibility of 
the much-debated Kyoto protocol 
agreement. Although both agreed 
that, as Christians, we should be 
responsible for the world a 


2 


(Tising water ley 
agreement. Professor 1a ie" yery exdatence rf 
stated that as Christians we $hot and low-lying areas, This increased 

be responsible with our finamees, _ temperature has also resulted in 
is unwise to |sper “Altering numerous habitats around 


and that it d | 
our monies and _ possibly ~ . the world, turning Onée-green 
many Canadian jobs in r ‘sanctuaries into dry, deserted 


wastelands. Increased temperature 
and GHGs have resulted in the 
formation \of smog in Many of 
our major Cities on hot™summer 
days. Smog and high temperatures 
are dangerous for the elderly 
and for those with respiratory 
problems, and often result in the 


the Kyoto protocol. By c 
Dr. Henry Brouwer statedanihat 
as Christians we should miamage 
our environment in a sustainable, 
responsible manner, and that 
ratifying the Kyoto protocol is a 
step in the right direction. I support 
Dr. Brouwer’s argument, and favour 


ratifying the Kyoto protocol. hospitalization and even death 

The Kyoto protocol is an of these individuals. GHGs also 
international increase the 
agreement to ‘ amount of solar 
reduce greenhouse The costs associated radiation — that 
gas emissions. with ratifying the reaches the earth 


(by decreasing 
the ozone layer 
and magnifying 


These greenhouse 
gases (or GHGs) 
consist of methane, 


Kyoto protocol may 
not be as economically 


carbon dioxide the light waves), 
and other man- devastating as some. _ which increases 
made gases. ee | the incidence of 
Before the advent indicate. skin cancer. 

of the industrial The Kyoto 
revolution, pro t o.c ad 
production of GHGs was at levels agreement states that each 


developed nation should reduce 
its GHG emission to 6% below 
previous 1990 levels. Although 
Canada has started to implement 
new regulations and emission- 


sustainable by the environment 
around us. Trees and _ other 
vegetation take in CO, the main 
constituent within GHG’s, and 
convert it into water and oxygen. 
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reduction requirements for many 
industries and homebuilders, this is 
just a start. Reducing GHG levels is 
complex and requires co-operation 
from the government, industries, 
and the general public. The 
government needs to implement 
programs to develop agricultural 
or forestry sinks to absorb some 
of the GHGs already present 
within the atmosphere. Controls 
need to be implemented to limit 
the amount of energy consumed 


‘ production and 
J and solar energy, hybrid 


precautio making g important 
decisions, such as signing the 
Kyoto protocol, is understandable. 
He is also right in stating that the 
economic costs may seem high, 
but the end result still needs to be 
considered. 

The costs associated with 
ratifying the Kyoto protocol may 
not be as economically devastating 
as some indicate. More-efficient 
technologies developed to reduce 
emissions (such as solar and wind 
power) will also reduce long-term 
costs. A great example of this is 
Ontario’s nuclear power program. 
The Ontario government has spent 
billions of dollars repairing and 
operating these facilities. If they 
would have invested some of this 
money in wind or solar power, 
they could have reduced Ontario’s 
GHG emissions and also reduced 
operating costs and, later, repair 
costs. 

The Kyoto protocol is far from 


perfect, but it is a start towards 
creating a m@gre sustainable 
international ei ment. We 


should try to be more responsible 
with the gifts God has given us. 
Our present destructive economic 
proceedings are stretching the 
earth’s resources thin, and _ this 
cannot last. God has created us to 
be stewards of the creation, and has 
made us responsible for our use of 
the world around us. «? 
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Kyoto: Doubtful 
and Contradictory 


Opposing Kyoto 


BY CORRINE JAGER AND 
MELISSA VAN DYK 


Is the Kyoto Protocol a_ bad 
thing? Before you start scoffing at 
this question, disbelieving that a 
Christian could even think about 
feeling this way, let me share with 
you some of the ideas that Professor 


| Rob Harve’ jored at thespast 
> | CounterPc j on. 4 


veto a 


with thes main goal of 


In a — | Reciiaiaey 
with | @hvironmental 

any feduction of 
gases ‘sOUnds like a 
goal. Taking “a Closer look 
@ specifics of fhe protocol; 
ever, reveals the possibility of 
misplaced focus. 

Prof. Harvey chooses not to 
support the Kyoto Protocol. He 
expressed a genuine concern for 
the environment, and approached 
the issue from a wider perspective 
than merely that of controlling CO, 
emissions. He suggested that there 
may be political motives behind 
Kyoto, hinted that 
we are unaware 
of potential future 
costs, and reminded 
us that the science 
behind the Protocol 


The Kyoto Protocol 
can be challenged 
as fundamentally 


God calls us to be fruitful, increase 
in number, fill the earth, and subdue 
it. We need to recognize that the 
effects of obeying this mandate will 
lead to more people, more farms, 
more cities, more resources, and 
more enterprise, all of which result 
in greater CO, emissions. Thus the 
Kyoto Protocol can be challenged 
as fundamentally contradicting the 
creation mandate. 

So, where does this leave us 
Christians who are concerned for 
our environment? Prof. Harvey 
offers ideas on the responsible use 
Of thé resources God has given us, 
at several different levels. First, 
as individuals, we can make wise 
choi¢es regarding our purchases, 
including, cars and houses. We can 
invest in exploring more energy- 
effidiemt ways of using our non- 
renewable resources, as well as 
avoid falling prey to materialism 
and consumerism. As companies, 
we should look at reducing things 
such as our manufacturing waste 
and our use of solvents. We 
should practise enlightened 
stewardship which can serve as a 


also 


double benefit by increasing our 
competitive advantage. Finally, 
as governments, we — should 


specifically target pollutants which 
have demonstrated societal costs 
on a marginal 
costs/benefits 
basis, and 
utilize market 
mechanisms to 
help implement 


is still being de changes. Prof. 
disputed. In fact, contradicting the Harvey’s final 
while many believe - suggestion was 
that CO, is the creation mandate. that Canada 
major contributor should be 


to climate change, 

it is actually insignificant compared 
to water vapour, the main culprit. 
Actually, the Kyoto protocol is so 
narrow in its focus that it would 
exclude environmentally-sound 
investments such as fuel cells. These 
cells could ‘significantly reduce 
urban pollution, but would emit 
CO, into the atmosphere and thus be 
rejected as a viable solution. 

Not limiting himself simply to 
scientific reasoning, Prof. Harvey 
also evaluated the Kyoto protocol 
from a biblical perspective. He 
looked at the creation mandate, 
given in Genesis 1:27-28, in which 


willing to work 
not only on its own, but also with 
NAFTA partners. Though he does 
not support the Kyoto Protocol, he 
is clearly not adverse to the idea of 
nations working together to care for 
our environment. 

Although the Kyoto Protocol 
seems to have good intentions, we, 
as Christians, should be mindful 
of the bigger picture. We should 
not assume that the Kyoto Protocol 
will be the magic solution to all our 
greenhouse gas problems, when in 
fact it may be distracting us from the 
real environmental issues at hand.« ? 


The Motley View 
Valentine’s Day at Redeemer 


Students’ takes on 
the day of love 


BY NATALIE ARMSTRONG 
& LOUIZANDRE DAUPHIN 


Well, it’s that time of year 
again. The flowers, the chocolate, 
the cards, the whispered sweet 
nothings, the  laughter...the 
choking and gagging by single 
people everywhere. Yes, Valentine’s 
Day is fast approaching; can you 
feel the love? All over, people 
are preparing for this amorous 
occasion, from the flower shop- 
Owners making sure that their 
cache of roses are well stocked, 
to the boyfriend or girlfriend 
ensuring that there is enough in 
their bank account to finance their 
sometimes-extravagant gifts. It 
seems that this hallowed/hated 
day has been lambasted with a 
marketer's great attempt to replace 
the “reason for the season” with 
an increase in sales —- much like 
they have done with Christmas, 
Halloween, Easter, Groundhog 
Day, and soon, Remembrance Day 
(Lest we Forget the next sale). It 
seems that you can hardly walk 
into a store without being blinded 
by the all the pink and red hearts, 
drawings of armed, naked children 
with clouds as undergarments, 
and enough chocolate to terrify a 
diabetic. 

This may seem to be a one-sided 
opinion on Valentine’s Day, but 
there are actually two of us writing 
this, so perhaps not. In any case, we 
have taken the opportunity to get 


in touch with the student body, and 
we asked them what they thought of 
this “special” day. 

Melissa Selle (1" year, single): “It’s 
stupid. It’s so overrated. I don’t think 
that there needs to be a special day 
to show people love.” 

Shamiram Gorgis (2™ year, 
single): “For my view of Valentine’s, 
it’s not just a day for couples. I give 
cards and stuff to all my friends 
and such. It’s not just an opposite- 
sex relationship [thing]. On one 
level, it should be an “everybody- 
relationship” thing. That’s my view; 
that way nobody has to feel left 
out.” 

Simon LeSieur (4" year, single): 
“Il guess it’s a good reminder, as 
a single student, of ‘single-hood.’ 
I think it is funny to see my guy 
friends stress out about what to get 
their girlfriends.” 

Dan Wikkerink (2™ year, 
engaged): “I don’t like Valentine’s 
day.” 

Steph Vander Deen (1" year, 
single): “It’s just another day, 
honestly. Sure it gives people an 
excuse to feel all lovey-dovey but it’s 
really not necessary.” 

Kelly Bosgraaf (1" year, not-so- 
single): “I think it’s cute, but it’s 
somewhat overrated. You can love 
someone every day instead of just 
one day.” 

Jimmy Bender (* 
undeclared): “I have no idea.” 

Tim Dykstra (2™ year, single): “It’s 
pretty crap ‘cause I’m single. People 
spend way too much money on the 
whole deal. I think it’s a good time 
to have romantic time with your 
girlfriend, but people spend way too 
much money.” 

Julie Honig (1" year, single and 


year, 


not looking): “It’s just another day 
of the year. I’ve never really had 
any use for it in my life. It provides 
a good laugh because people 
spend too much money.” 

Kate Vahrmeyer (3™ year) “It’s 
not a good thing it’s not a bad 
thing. It’s an excuse for couples to 
buy each other gifts and it’s not the 
true meaning of love.” 

Amy Ann Faul (1" year, single): 
“Coming from a single person who 
hasn't really had a relationship, it’s 
an excuse to show love, an excuse 
that we shouldn’t need. It gives 
us an opportunity to express the 
feelings that we have to the people 
we love and our appreciation to 
them. I also think that if you are 
in a relationship and are God- 
centred then everyday should be 
like that.” 

Sam Frisk (2™ year, not-so- 
single); “I think it’s a great idea for 
people who aren't creative enough 
any other day of the year. I also 
think red and pink are a terrible 
colour combination.” 

Rob Joustra (3™ year, in love 
with himself): “It’s romantic 
suicide...wasn’t it based on a 
massacre?” 

Dave and Rachel Vant Erve (4" 
year, married): “Valentine’s Day is 
not about flowers, chocolates, fine 
dining, or walks under the stars. 
This is merely how we celebrate 
the love we show one another as 
we walk through the joys and tears 
of life, hand in hand, just as Christ 
died and lives for His Bride, the 
Church.” 

As this day gets closer and some 
people get caught up, just be sure 
to make the most of it, whatever 
your opinion on the day may be. €” 
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Redeemer Celebrates Multi-Cultural Month in Style 


Music, art, and 
discussions bring 
cultural heritages to 
light 


BY ZABRINA BABBINGTON 


In North America, the month 
of February has been set aside for 
the celebration of African Heritage, 
more commonly known as Black 
History Month. This _ tradition 
began in the United States in 1926, 
initiated by African American 
scholar Dr. Carter G. Woodson. 
Originally called “Negro History 
Week,” it was a supplement to the 
school curriculum. In the 1960s, 
the week was expanded to Black 
History Month to commemorate, 
through community activities, a 
more balanced and accurate picture 
of Black history. The tradition was 
brought to the city of Toronto in 
the 1960s through groups such as 
the Canadian Negro 
Women’s Association 
and has been 
officially proclaimed 
by the City of Toronto 
since 1979 largely due 
to the efforts of the 
Ontario Black History 


Multi-cultural month 
is an opportunity to 
share and understand 
the hearts of people 


around the school. These events 
include: 

- The annual “Shout in the 
House” Gospel Concert, featuring 
“Faith Outreach” choir from 
Toronto; 


- The “Unity in Diversity” art 
show, which opens in the Art 
Gallery February 10; 

- “Africa in the 21st Century,” 
a discussion on _ post-colonized 
Africa given by Professor Helen 
Vreugdenhil on February 12; 

~ “Now and Then,” a tribute and 
demonstration of the hair braiding 
tradition, February 23 in the Main 
Foyer; 

~ “Malcolm X,” the revolutionary 
movie, showing on February 27 and 
28; and 

— “Malcolm X: the man and his 
ideas,” a facilitated discussion, led 
by guest speaker Frank Lockhart, on 
March 5. 


We invite you to join in the 
celebration of culture. We do not 
intend to exclude anyone in this 
month of celebration, but instead 
wish to 
present an 
opportunity 
to share and 
understand 
the hearts of 
people from 
different 


Society. from different cultural cultura! 

This month _ at ; heritages. We 
Redeemer, we heritages. Eniatace you 
celebrate Multi- to open your 
Cultural Month. minds and 
Though the emphasis will be hearts to a new experience, to look 
on African Heritage, there for the differences and similarities 


will be an incorporation and 
acknowledgement of the different 
cultures represented at Redeemer. 
The month’s celebrations officially 
begin on February 7th and continue 
until March 5th. Calendars, historical 
tidbits, and posters describing this 
month’s events have been placed 
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within our culture, and to give and 
take from the celebration. Most 
importantly, our hope is that we 
would gain in understanding, 
respect, and appreciation for one 
another. 


CHRISTY PATERSON 


Senate Celebrates Retreat, 
Plans Elections for 2004-5 


Retreat and 
Coffeehouses 
highlight start of 
semester 


BY LAURA JOHNSON 


Student Senate was pleased to 
kick off this year with some exciting 
events and some challenging goals. 
With every Tuesday night meeting, 
Senate looks forward to many of 
the upcoming activities with great 
anticipation and enthusiasm. 

Highlighting the month of January 
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was the Winter Retreat, where 
Richard Birch powerfully challenged 
students to embrace the principles 
of Romans 12. Through his series, 
titled “Welcome to the Planet, ” Birch 
encouraged students to imagine 
what it would be like to enter a world 
where people truly demonstrated 
love, empathy, humility, kindness, 
honesty, selflessness, understanding, 
and many other qualities God had 
intended our world to radiate. The 
Spiritual and Service Committee 
was so pleased to run an event 
where students were able to spend 
a weekend making new friends, 
strengthening standing friendships, 
being challenged in their spiritual 
walk, having a ton of fun and, most 
importantly, drawing closer to Jesus 
Christ. As in past years, Senate 
was able to see how God’s hand 
powerfully works to refresh and 
strengthen students for the new year. 

The Activities Committee 
continues to stay busy running the 
various events that help to keep the 
Redeemer Campus alive and thriving. 
Coffeehouse continues to attract 
a handsome crowd on Thursday 
nights as students share their musical 
talents, instrumental abilities, and 
good humor. Senate is definitely 
an advocate of students using their 
God-given talents, whether serious 
or funny, to praise the Lord and to 
build up school spirit. (Remember, 
Sam Frisk is always looking for fresh 
acts to for the Coffee House stage! 
Here is a great way to make use of 
your talent... don’t forget to sign up 
for the next one!) 


Activities Committee also made 
sure students were given the 
opportunity to flee the frigid weather 
of the cold Canadian winter and step 
into the summer atmosphere for an 
afternoon at the Ancaster Aquatic 
Center. About twenty-five students 
engaged in intense games of keep- 
away and volleyball while enjoying 
the refreshing water of a warm 
swimming pool. 

While Senate enjoys planning 
exciting activities and events for 
the enjoyment of students, we are 
currently facing a challenge that 
needs to be conquered in the next 
few months. We will be attacking the 
massive pile of archived documents 
that have accumulated in years past. 
To accomplish one of our goals for 
this year, we will be sorting through 
and organizing the records so that 
future Senators may be able to benefit 
from past ideas, events, financial 
information, activities, and much 
other information. 

Asweapproach the end of February 
and beginning of March, students 
can begin to consider running for a 
position on next year’s Senate. Take 
the time to think and pray about your 
Opportunities to serve. However, 
whether you are considering to run 
or not, Senate would like to extend 
to you an invitation to join us on 
Friday, February 23, during activity 
period, for the Election Luncheon. 
Have a bite to eat and hear about the 
exiting roles that each member plays 
on Senate — maybe YOU will want to 
run next Spring! « » 


In a Little Room 
by the Sea 


Students will 
fellowship, work with 
Montreal Seafarers 
on Reading Break 


BY JUSTIN ANJEMA 


The much-anticipated Reading 
Break is approaching, and once again 
many students plan to take advantage 
of numerous mission trips offered at 
this time. Each year, usually twice a 
year, a group of ten students from 
Redeemer make the hike up to the 
beautiful city of Montreal for a small 
mission trip and some work with the 
Seafarers there. 

There are currently six people who 
have signed up in eager anticipation 
of this year’s fun and rewarding trip. 
So far the members of the team are 
Frances Manias-Jackson, Miranda 
deRooy, Veronica White, Zabrina 
Babbington, Shamiram Gorgis, and 
student leader Justin Anjema. The 
group is still in need of four males to 
make the trip a complete success. 

The point of this trip is really 
quite simple: we are going there to 
spread God's love, by volunteering 


and helping out where ever we 
are needed. The Seafarers’ Centre, 
located on the Montreal Harbour, is 
always very grateful to all volunteers 
that are willing to help out. We will 
be attending small chapel services 
with the Seafarers, hanging out with 
them, playing games and _ talking 
about family, faith and life on the sea. 
In the past it has been said, “How 
cool it is for people from different 
races and cultural backgrounds to 
put everything behind them and 
have fun with others in a little room 
by the sea.” 

When we are not hanging out with 
the Seafarers, we will be doing odd 
jobs around the centre that need to be 
done, such as cleaning the vans and 
the centre. There is a little bit of spare 
time, which will be spent doing some 
sightseeing. 

The participants of this trip will be 
pulling out of the Redeemer parking 
lot bright and early on February 19" 
in two fun-filled minivans, and will 
be returning on February 22™ in the 
afternoon, We are hoping to have a 
great trip, and we feel that God has 
good things in store for us. Please 
pray for us as we continue to get 
ready for an amazing trip, and pray 
that we can be a light to those that we 
come into contact with. « * 
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Witnessing to 
Native Canadians 


Breaking barriers 
of devastation and 
mistrust 


BY RACHEL VAN GEEST 


Here is a people devastated with 
the loss of their land, culture, and 
identity, disillusioned with the 
imposed ideas of a dominant white 
culture, and darkened with the 
effects of low morale. Among these 
people, suicides are common and 
church attendance is scarce, if even 
existent. Their communities have 
been torn apart, many are jobless, 
and they are controlled by rampant 
addictions. 

What can be done to repair 
countless generations of cultural 
oppression inflicted on the First 
Nations communities in Canada? 
Governments have tried to remedy 
social and cultural ills by offering 
restitution in the forms of lowered 
taxes, education subsidies, and other 
benefits. Though well-intentioned, 
symbolic gestures, these hardly 
do justice to the 


with time, however, as_ colonies 
began to gain power and prestige, 
and land disputes ensued. 

In 1867, while implementing the 
British North America Act, federal 
governments claimed that, though 
they took responsibility for land 
belonging to the Natives, they had 
every intention of eliminating the 
Native problem by assimilating the 
people into the folds of European 
culture, Residential schools served 
to remove children from their 
culture and customs and to force 
them to adopt a foreign culture. As 
a result, three generations of Natives 
were removed from their communal 
ways of life, experiencing a tragic 
loss of identity. 

Taylor emphasizes that, though 
these communities suffer much 
brokenness, God has blessed the 
Native people with a rich and distinct 
heritage. Their work is primarily an 
effort to resurrect the ruptured facets 
of their culture and to provide them 
with hope that unity and prosperity 
can be restored. In his work, Taylor 
and those who work with him seek 
not to impose their own religious 
and cultural ideals on _ people, 

but instead to 
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Nations Initiatives, he presented a 
vision involving listening, learning, 
and reaching out to First Nations 
communities in northern Ontario. 
This team of dedicated people 
works with youth in northern Native 
communities by setting up summer 
outreach programs designed to 
embrace a lost culture and to 
reconcile broken relationships, both 
within the communities and with 
the government and public. 

In keeping with Native tradition, 
Taylor asked the group at Redeemer 
to begin by forming a circle, which 
created an atmosphere of intimacy 
and unity — the same goal as his 
ministry. In an effort to “infuriate, 
inform, and encourage,” Taylor 
began with relaying injustices that 
First Nations people continue to 
endure, together with the hope that 
still remains. Taylor began with 
an overview of the First Nations’ 
history from the European discovery 
of the vast, barren land not yet called 
North America to the present day. 
Such a perspective, he says, is 
necessary both for us to understand 
circumstances today and to learn 
from the mistakes of an oppressive 
past. As was evident from the 
historical § summary, relations 
between Natives and Europeans 
began reasonably well, as both races 
supported each other in the fur trade 
and with a mutual cultivation of the 
land. These good relations eroded 


culture, such as a respect for the 
land they inhabit and honourable 
interpersonal relationships. He 
said that we need to embrace 
the redemptive elements Native 
communities represent; only in this 
way can we serve them, and can they 
serve us. 

Two initiatives, the “Base Camp on 
the Rez” and the recently-launched 
“Summer Rez Experience,” are held 
for several weeks during the summer 
and seek to encourage children and 
make them know they are valued, 
loved by God, and have incredible 
potential to enjoy an abundant life. 
The Initiative’s efforts have been 
well received so far, but Taylor 
explained that much of their work 
is generational, and involves laying 
the groundwork for generations 
to come. Encouraged by the recent 
resurgence in Native tradition 
occurring today, Taylor is optimistic 
that there is much hope for growth 
of reconciliation and improvement. 
And, he adds, Careforce is currently 
looking for young people to fill 
positions for summer programs. 

At the conclusion, Taylor urged us 
to pray for this ministry and for First 
Nations communities everywhere. 
His presentation succeeded in 
arousing interest of many present. 
He spoke with sincerity and 
insight, providing a realistic and 
encouraging approach to a ministry 
sorely needed. ¢ ? 
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Games lead to Gospel on Soccer Tours 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


Commons in Canada. 

Finally, they spoke about how 
sport gives us an opportunity to 
share our faith. Whether it is how we 
act on the field or what we talk about 
after the game, it gives us a chance to 
show what Christ has done for us. 

Scot and Aaron said that after 
games, they would often head into 
the locker room with the other team 
and guys from AIA would share 
their testimonies and the Gospel. 
They were able to share with people 
who had likely never heard a good 
thing about Christianity and quite 
possibly had néver heard the Word 
of Christ before 

“Its an unbelievable experience 
for God to let us to use our sport of 
soccer to influemce these people for 
Jesus,” Scot remarked when asked 
about speaking to people who had 
never heard the Word before. 

They then showed a video of their 


soccer trip to Namibia. The goal 
of the trip was 50 days, 50 cities, 
50 million people. The highlights 
of the trip included a “true sport” 
moment of pick-up soccer with some 
locals on a dirt field and playing an 
unplanned game with a pro team 
that lead to 5 of the members of the 
team coming, to Christ. 

One of the members of the team 
that came to Christ happened to 
be the National team’s keeper. 
This is the Canadian equivalent of 
somebody like Wayne Gretzky or 
Patrick Roy become a Christian and 
sharing his faith publicly. 

One of Aaron's highlights was 
truly incredible. They were supposed 
to have one of their games televised 
but the cameraman could not make 
it. Instead, 10 million people from 
across Namibia watched a video of 
famous soccer players sharing their 
faith followed by the AIA‘s Jesus film. 
It is impossible to guess how much 
of an impact that made on all those 


who watched. 

After Scot and Aaron finished, 
four Redeemer students who have 
participated in sports mission trips 
shared their stories. Amy Bosgraaf 
and Chris Kingma spoke about 
playing basketball in the Philippines, 
Mark Sinke talked about his trip 
to Ireland with AIA for soccer, and 
Christy Paterson talked about her 
work at sports day camps. All four 
shared great stories and I strongly 
suggest talking to them if you 
have an interest in sports missions. 
Unfortunately there are too many 
stories and events to recall in one 
article, but I will finish with some 
words of wisdom from Mark Sinke: 

“When we play, there has to be 
something different about us, all 
of us: the athletes, the coaches, the 
fans, everybody. Remember that we 
are not out there for us, not out there 
for personal glorification, but we are 
playing the games that we love for 
God and for nothing else.” 


How to Avoid Stumbling in Witness to Muslims 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


Muslims, and vice versa. There are 
three factors that thoroughly impede 
our relationships with each other: 
ignorance, prejudice, and racism. 

Christian misconceptions of Islam 
are wide-ranging. One of the most 
common assumptions is that all 
Muslims are extremists, and this 
conception was only enhanced with 
the acts of September 11, 2001. Many, 
and perhaps even most, Muslims are 
peace-loving people who strive to 
lead pious lives, adhering diligently 
to the laws and customs of the 
Islamic tradition. One difficult, 
however, is that all Muslims find 
legitimacy in the actions of those the 
Qu’ran describes as martyrs of the 
religion. 

Another misconception Christians 
hold is in their view of Islam’s 
founder and esteemed prophet, 
Mohammed. He was a spiritual 
leader who rec@ived the Qu’ran 
via revelation, buf be was only a 
man. The Muslims “regard him as 
the best man who ever lived, but 
nevertheless, just a man, He was 
more like an Old Testament prophet. 
Christians are also not aware that he 
was a political and military leader, 
and that Muslims look to his life 
as the greatest example of how to 
live out their faith. Through his 
revelation, Mohammed received 
from Allah a law that covers each 
and every aspect of life. 

In the third place, Christians are 
not aware of the distinctiveness of 
Islamic culture. One major aspect 
of the culture is that it centers on 
the public sphere. How a Muslim 
family lives their public life is 
extremely important. The group is 
more important than the individual, 
and the distinction between shame 


and honor is critical. The two forms 
of greatest shame a family can 
experience are for a female member 
of the household to be caught in 
immorality, or for a member to 
convert to a new religion. Both these 
offences are punishable by death. 

The final thing Christians have 
a misconception of is the very 
legalistic way of life that Muslims 
lead. There is an entire book on how 
Mohammed, their great example, 
lived, including how he _ spoke, 
walked, dressed, and so on. Islam 
focuses much more intently on the 
outside, while the Christian life is 
centered on the heart. 

The misconceptions that Muslims 
hold of Christians lie in what 
the Qu’ran teaches. It says that 
Christians are deceitful and wicked, 
only seeking dominance over Islam. 
Muslims also believe that our 
doctrine is perverse, such as the 
belief that Christ is the Son of God. 
This, in their view, is blasphemy. 
They also believe that the doctrine 
of the Trinity is polytheism, and 
reject the death and resurrection 
of Christ. The Bible has been so 
thoroughly corrupted, they believe, 
that the Qu’ran was needed to 
replace it. Muslims also hold the 
misconception, like many Christians, 
that Islam and Christianity are 
virtually the same religions. Finally, 
they make the generalization that all 
Westerners are Christians. 

How, then, can we correct all these 
misunderstandings and effectively 
reach out to Muslims? Seeley stressed 
the importance of overcoming 
our misconceptions by making a 
valiant effort to understand Islam. 
This is perhaps the most important 
thing in reaching out to the Muslim 
people: we must develop hearts of 
compassion toward them, and be 


ready for personal relationships and 
friendships with them. Muslims are 
very hospitable people; they want 
to build relationships. They are 
very willing to listen to you on the 
condition that you listen to them in 
return. When their misconceptions 
of Christianity arise, be ready to 
articulate the truth clearly so they 
can understand it. Christians must 
also be aware of the cost involved 
for a Muslim to convert to another 
religion, and understand that many 
Muslims are held back by this factor. 
They might come to believe that 
Christianity is the truth, but fear 
what will happen to them if make a 
commitment. 

Seeley finished by pointing out 
ten stumbling blocks in our witness 
to Muslims that must be avoided: 
1) showing a bias toward Israel, 2) 
insensitive prophecy teachings, 3) 
loose morals, 4) extreme nationalism, 
5) immodest lifestyle, 6) low degree 
of reverence, 7) ignorance of Islam, 8) 
lack of compassion, 9) lack of prayer 
and outreach, and 10) despising 
their culture. What we must first do 
is find common ground from which 
to begin our work. 

Seeley recommends two _ tools 
that are particular helpful in 
understanding each other. One is 
the Jesus film, which stresses the 
humanity of Christ, an idea that will 
appeal much more to Muslims. And 
for Christians, a very helpful film for 
us to watch to learn about Islam is 
Not Without My Daughter. 

In closing, Seeley emphasized the 
most important thing we must do: 
pray. This is an extremely difficult 
task that we are seeking to engage 
in, but a phenomenal one, and 
perhaps the most important for 
Christian mission in the present and 
immediate future. « ? 


Virus Precautions Necessary for Campus 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


protection, These programs 
continually search your computer 
for viruses, including incoming 
emails, and get rid of them before 


a little more than 30K (30,000 bytes) 
in size. You may not even have to 
open the email to know what it is. 
Just get rid of it! 

Finally, there is a 
designed specifically to 


program 
remove 


keep your computer free of viruses 
will not only put other computers 
on campus at risk of infection, it 
will force Information Services to 
disable your computer’s network 
and internet connection. On the 


they cause any trouble, the Novarg virus available at other hand, taking these precautions 

—- 2. Use a firewall. Viruses like ; ec.co cente will help keep Redeemer’s network 

qinin Novarg like to spread themselves yvenc/data/w32.nov See ee free from the 

— over unprotected networks. arg.a@mm.remova Taking these precautions annoyances 

ZoneAlarm (www.zZonelabs.com) is l,toolhtml. Follow .... 1. and difficulties 

ROSS & ZV" BRIDE free and blocks undesired access to the instructions on will help keep Redeemer’s of this and 
BoA MEF ne and from your computer. the web site and network free from other viruses 

3. Be wary of attachments, This is run this program to in the future. 

DAVID A. VAN DER WOERD a good principle in general, If you make sure the virus the BONOYAEICES and And, asalways, 
Commerce Place. 1 King St. West didn’t ask for an attachment and hasn't attacked your difficulties of this and if you’re one of 

Bi = spore he the email doesn’t clearly describe computer. other viruses those people 
Mall BO. Box 907. Hamiiion comtcrtoiliin) 3P6 what is in it, simply get rid of it. If | While all these that simply 
Phone: 905-526-9800 © Fax: 905-526-0732 it turns out to be important, you can steps may seem like doesn’t get 


Email: dvanderwoerd@rossmebride.com 
Direct Dial: 905-572-5803 


ask to have it sent again. However, 
the Novarg virus gives an additional 
clue; the email it comes in is always 


Faith Justice Politics 


* visit us at www.ecpj.ca 

* support the work of social justice Christians by 
becoming a member (only $10 for students) 

* read the Catalyst available in your library 


a hassle, please take the time to give 
your computer this particular care. 
Failure to take the steps required to 


along with computers, don’t be 
afraid to call Information Services, 
or simply ask a friend. « ? 


Redeemer’s own Dr. 
Christaan Teeuwsen, 
in the department 

of Music, teamed up 
with well-known 
flautist Katherine 
Vogele, from the South 
Dakota Symphont 
Orchestra, in a recital 
Friday, January 16. The 
program, featuring 
works by JS Bach, 
Theodore Dubois, 
Jehan Alain and other 
composers, drew a 
large and appreciative 
crowd. 


CITIZENS for PUBLIC JUSTICE 
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Major project 
aims to reduce 
Redeemer’s 
ecological footprint 


BY CHRISTY PATERSON 


In our culture, it is easy to focus on 
accumulating the most we possibly 
can. In this incessant drive to gain and 
consume, we often abuse and neglect 
creation, living for the present and 
ignoring the long-term implications 
of our actions. But Christians have 
a higher calling than this. We ought 
to be working to redeem the creation 
— something easier said than done. 
Even with the best of intentions, it 
can be difficult to understand exactly 
how to limit our negative impact on 
the environment and to reduce our 
excessive use of natural resources. 
It can be overwhelming to figure 
out where we can start to make a 
difference. But we must strive to be 
living examples of how God intends 
humans to interact with the creation. 
Christians should be leading the way 
in caring about the environment, and 
should demonstrate this by having 
their actions match their convictions. 

When working ona seminar project 
for an upper-level environmental 
issues course, I stumbled upon a 
model which took all of these abstract 
wishes for a more environmentally- 
friendly lifestyle and solidified them. 
The Ecological Footprint model is a 
frame of reference from which we 
can understand, in tangible ways, 
the impact humans make on the 
environment. 

The concept of the Ecological 
Footprint is Canadian, developed 


Lost That Lovin’ Feeli 


BY HAYLEY MORGAN 


The Art of Loving, a book by 
psychoanalyst Erich Fromm, has 
positively influenced thousands of 
lives. The opening paragraph poses 
the question, “Is love an art? Then 
it requires knowledge and effort. Or 
is love a pleasant sensation, which 
to experience is a matter of chance, 
something one ‘falls into’ if one is 
lucky? This little book is based on the 
former premise, while undoubtedly 
the majority of people today believe 
in the latter.” 

To illustrate Fromm’s theory, let me 
share a couple of my own examples. 
One of my professors once asked 
our class to describe what love is, in 
one or two words. The girl sitting 
beside me immediately said, “Intense 
feelings.” 

On another occasion, I was 
walking ahead of some people who 
were talking about marriage, and I 
distinctly heard one of them say, “I 
wonder if Ill ever find The One” (yes, 
I could actually hear the capitalization 
of those two words). 

Let none of us pretend for a second 
that Redeemer isn’t relationship- 
obsessed. Who am I to talk? I'm 
one of the dreaded Marrieds. But 
something that I noticed in my past 
(and sometimes present) has led me 
to feel very strongly about how most 
of us have been fed the distorted 
perceptions that love is a romantic 
emotion, and that we have a soul 
mate destined to cross our paths. 

Whether it was my Christian 
upbringing or my constant exposure 
to the media that contributed more 
to the opinion I formed, | know 
both played a part in how I used 
to think about love and marriage. 
I thought God created people in 
perfect pairs, a notion that dates 
back to ancient myths about the gods 
splitting people in two and letting 
each of them live life in search of the 
other half (the Jerry Maguire “you 
complete me” idea). I couldn’t wait 
to find this personally-designed- 
by-God man of my dreams. Only 
problem is, when I finally found him, 
he was not as perfectly dreamy as | 
thought he should be—according to 
the standards I thought were right. 

He was wonderful--sweet, 
charming, a true gentleman. We had 
great communication and enjoyed 
our time together. Then I started 
noticing things he did (or didn’t 
do) that would set off a signal in 
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Operation Smallfoot: A Challenge in Environmental Stewardship 


by Dr. William Rees and Dr, Mathis 
Wackernagel at the University of 
British Columbia’s Department of 
Community and Regional Planning. 
This concept has gained international 
recognition - many groups in 
Canada, the United States, and 
Europe actively engage this concept. 
The Ecological Footprint model 
emerged as it became evident that 
more urbanized areas were needing 
to borrow carrying capacity from 
elsewhere. The land the cities were 
built upon simply did not have 
enough resources to support its 
inhabitants. To meet the needs of the 
city, the ‘countryside’ therefore must 
submit to the political and economic 
dominance the urbanized areas have. 

Wackernagel and Rees explain the 
model by saying, “The Ecological 
Footprint accounts for the flows of 
energy and matter to and from any 
defined economy and converts these 
into corresponding land/water area 
required from nature to support these 
flows.” In other words, the Ecological 
Footprint looks at how much 
‘nature’ we need to support human 
settlements and activities —- both in 
all materials and energy that we 
consume and use as well as enough 
space to absorb all of our waste 
resulting from this consumption. 

There are six major uses of land 
space in calculating a_ society's 
Ecological Footprint. We require 
land-space (terrestrial or marine) to 
grow crops, pasture animals, grow 
timber, accommodate infrastructure, 
absorb carbon dioxide emissions 
and provide fish and other marine 
products. 

Calculating the ecological footprint 
involves taking official consumption 
level statistics and figuring out how 
much biologically productive land 
and water area is needed to produce 


my brain: “Alert! This may not be 
The One! The way he channel surfs 
is beyond annoying!” I had waves 
of terror every time I found myself 
unsure of our future--terror of one 
word: settling. 

Was I settling for less than what 
God had in store? Was Il choosing the 
wrong guy? What if I was missing the 
perfect One that God was preparing 
for me somewhere else? I was often 
haunted by a song by Jaci Velasquez, 
a contemporary Christian artist: “And 
I promise to be true to you/ to live my 
life in purity, as unto you/ waiting 
for the day when I hear you say/ 
‘Here is the one I have created just for 
you.” Every time I heard it I would 
question whether my boyfriend was 
the one that God had created with me 
in mind. We were best friends, and 
had both considered the relationship 
prayerfully before even starting to 
date; neither of us felt any divine 
reason why we shouldn't be together. 
Why was I experiencing periodic 
doubt about our relationship? 

My idea of the definition of love 
was wrong, as well as my belief in 
people being created especially for 
one another. Like my classmate, I 
thought that love was the feeling of 
joy, or a desire, and that when you 
find that right person, it shouldn't 
take anything on my part to sustain 
it. 

But let’s think logically about how 
we use the word love, and get to 
the heart of what God thinks about 
it. I truly believe that God does not 
choose our spouses; we do. 

I’m not saying He has no will 
for our lives, or that He does and 
we should just arrogantly ignore it. 
Although God knew whom | would 
marry, | don’t agree that it’s the same 
as Him selecting or ordaining that 
certain husband. God’s general desire 
is that, together, my husband of 
choice and I honour and glorify Him 
through our relationship, and help 
each other become more Christ-like. 
Perhaps God allows a certain number 
of potential spouses to come in and 
out of our lives on purpose, to offer 
different, somewhat equal options. It 
makes biblical sense that how we live 
our married lives is more important 
than with whom we live them. Not 
that we should marry the first person 
that comes along, but deciding 
whom to marry does not need to be 
a question of picky little details that 
have no real bearing on how the 
relationship will serve God. 


the resources we use and to get rid of 
the wastes we produce. Our footprint 
consumption can be divided into 
water footprint, transportation 
footprint, food footprint, energy 
footprint, and garbage footprint. 

The ecological footprint is a 
positive development in quantifying 
the stresses we are putting on our 
environment. This quantitative 
measure helps us to understand 
where we are, and where we need to 
be, in terms of resource consumption. 
The Ecological Footprint model 
addresses both popular awareness 
and also assists in  decision- 
making — being both analytical and 


and terrible global neighbors. We are 
all in this together, and even with our 
incredible advances in technology, 
we still cannot escape and survive 
elsewhere if we drive this planet to 
its ruin. 

The Christian community ought 
to lead others in caring for creation. 
Our generation will be the next 
cohort of leaders in society, and we 
will be making decisions regarding 
how we raise our families, how we 
manage businesses, how we run 
industries, and how we teach the 
students of tomorrow. As we do 
these things, we need to make our 
choices with a respect for the creation 


educational. God has blessed 
continnes. The ecological footprint imager we pat 
ae es eae helps us to understand of reducing our 
resources om — where we are, and one: 
caleane ite where we need to be, val se the 
entire world, our in terms of resource hardy it will 
footprints may not consumption. be to repair the 
necessarily impact damage we 
our immediate do. Working to 


surroundings. We are using up our 
local resources and taxing our local 
ecosystems. To accommodate for 
this, we begin to look beyond our 
own borders to provide the space 
for our Ecological Footprint. Highly- 
industrialized countries often use 
their political and economic power 
over other less-developed countries 
and impart upon them environmental 
degradation in an effort to maintain 
the Highly-developed nations’ high 
standards of living. 

As Christians, we can _ hardly 
dispute that God calls us to look 
after the creation. If we continue 
to ignore the impact and ecological 
footprint are causing, we are 
being poor stewards of the creation 


But what if youdon’t always “feel” 
like you love your significant other? 
The typical belief is that love is an 


emotion or feeling. In my Bible (NIV) 
the subtitle for verses 9-21 of Romans 
12 is simply “Love.” Nothing is 
written here about romantic feelings 
and burning desires, only selfless 
actions and ri us behaviour. 
Without looking it up in my 
concordance, I already know that 
any verses I find will tell me the same 
thing: love is characterized by how 
we live and treat others. 

Yet we surround ourselves with 
made-up characters who fall in and 
out of a love that has some kind of 
magical power over them; falling 
in love is an attraction, something 
uncontrollable. When we buy into 
this attitude, we are shocked when 
we discover our own love lives dull 
in comparison, When Meg Ryan 
looks at Tom Hanks, the world stands 
still. He can do no wrong. We see that 
he is her one true love, and Fate has 
brought them together. Right. 

On the flip side, these characters 
can decide that the relationship 
needs to end when they're not in love 
anymore. The feeling has fled; Cupid 
has retrieved his arrow and there are 
puncture wounds in their buttocks-- 
child support, legal fees, and broken 
hearts. Everyone knows divorce rates 
are high. A good example of this 
“disposable” kind of love existing in 
our society today is in a book written 
by Pamela Paul, called The Starter 
Marriage and the Future of Matrimony. 
It discusses the benefits of having a 
young, short marriage to prepare 
for the real, later marriage. Because, 
when you stop feeling attracted to 
your first husband, you can get a 
divorce and then get another, better 
one, Easy, convenient upgrading. 

How do we escape from the effects 
of these inaccurate representations? 
By realizing several things. The 
first thing is that to love is a choice, 
and love itself is not an entity that 
randomly consumes people. The 
difference is that I’m using love as a 
verb, not a noun as it is most often 
seen. 

Since a verb is an action word, we 
can grasp the second realization: love 
is an action. To love does not mean to 
possess affection and joy, although 
that is often the byproduct; to love 
is to sacrifice, to give, to do things 
for or with someone. If we look at 
the simple sentence, “He loves her,” 
we probably imagine a man that has 


conserve our resources and reduce 
our wastes in all of these areas is 
where we can take action. 

The average size of a Redeemer 
Student's footprint (taken from class 
average of ENV 370) is 507 global 
hectares. There would need to be 
3.12 earths to sustain the population 
if every person lived the way each 
Redeemer student from this study 
does. To calculate your very own 
ecological footprint, check out 
www.ecovoyageurs.com. Some 
ways we can reduce our footprints 
as Redeemer students are: walking, 
biking, or carpooling to Meadowlands 
instead of driving, cutting down 
on consumption of meat in meals, 
drying clothes on a line or around 


a wonderful, sick, romantic feeling 
about a woman. What we should 
picture is the concrete things he 
does for her to show his affection and 
respect, and we should be able to 
complete the sentence, so it becomes, 
“He loves her by cooking dinner for 
her,” or any number of real actions. 
When a woman says “I don’t love 
him anymore,” she usually thinks 
about her feelings of enjoyment and 
attraction subsiding. What it really 
means is that she has given up doing 
selfless things for him. When used in 
the proper, active sense, it assigns or 
allows her the responsibility to do 
something about it, rather than leave 
him on the premise of falling “out of 
love.” 

The third point is that love is a 
commitment. We choose whom 
we act affectionately and selflessly 
toward and, by deciding, we commit 
to that person that we will continue 
to actively love. 

When I apply these — three 
revelations to the relationship I 
described earlier, I get a much clearer 
explanation of why I felt the way I 
did. If loving him was a choice, I was 
not at the mercy of my emotions and, 
if I wanted, I had the choice to stop. 
Also, it would be my actions toward 
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your dorm instead of in a dryer, 
setting your thermostats lower and 
bundling up your clothing, turning 
off your computer between uses, 
and composting as much as possible. 
These are only a few suggestions; 
for more ideas on how to maintain 
a small ecological footprint you can 
email me at . 
I have assembled a list of tangible 
actions you can take to reduce your 
footprint — whether you are a student, 
staff or faculty, I have compiled 
suggestions which are applicable to 
all stages of life. I had the opportunity 
to distribute this handout to the 
environmental issues class and an 
introductory environmental science 
course last semester — the initial steps 
in Operation Smallfoot. This article is 
a continuation of the Operation, and 
hopefully will increase awareness 
of environmentally sustainable 
practices in our community. 

The environmental issues we are 
facing today are not environmental 
nor technical, but rather behavioural 
and social. It is only by changing our 
living routines and social lifestyles 
that we will make any headway in 
reducing our negative impact on the 
environment, in making a smaller 
footprint. 

Arealisticand encouraging thought 
from Dr. Mathis Wackernagel—one 
of the theorists behind the Ecological 
Footprint concept—reads: “Achieving 
sustainability will require much 
thought and sweat, but changing the 
world can also be pretty exciting.” 
May we face this challenge of living 
lives reflecting care and concern 
toward the sustainability of creation 
with joy and courage, recognizing 
that although we can only do what 
we can do, it will indeed make a 
difference and set an example for 
those around us. €? 


? Lose the Lies Instead 


him and his actions toward me that 
would work to keep our feelings of 
joy and desire in place. Finally, if I 
made a commitment to love him, 
it was my obligation to continue to 
actively love him; by this I mean that 
instead of sitting there waiting for 
“that lovin’ feelin’” to come back, the 
choice to take part in love was in my 
hands. 

We can either worry every day 
that we are wasting our time with 
the wrong person, letting our “real” 
destinies pass us by, or we can set our 
minds at ease, embrace The Ones we 
have chosen, and commit to loving 
them no matter what. 

Choice. Action. Commitment. 
These three concepts have saved me 
from a great deal of unnecessary 
relationship anxiety. Knowing them 
is not going to make a relationship 
perfect--nothing can--but will at least 
help explain why the relationships 
we experience in real life don’t 
always mirror our ideals. 

Dating or married, the key is the 
same: if you're frustrated trying to 
grab hold of those slippery, lying 
emotions or desperately trying to 
find someone who “completes” you, 
discard the lies and change your 
ideals to reflect the truth. «? 


Singleness Seminar 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


of Redeemer’s campus. Simon, 
who has previously attended the 
University of Western Ontario, 
discussed the differences between 
that campus and our own. Besides 
the fact that Western has a much 
larger student body, Simon pointed 
out that their campus may not be as 
focused on dating. Other issues that 
came up included the difficulties of 
having friends who are in different 
places in regards to dating, and 
assurance from others that you will 
find someone, even if you yourself 
have accepted your  singleness. 
However, a consistent point 
throughout the evening was the gift 
of freedom singleness brings, and 
that there is a whole world outside 
of the Redeemer campus. The 
knowledge that God knows what is 
best for us, and gives that to us, is 
a comfort for some of the panelists. 
Why wouldn’t we want God's best? 
Professor Vreugdenhil also 
addressed the students, discussing 


her trials, but also her joys, as a 
single woman. While admitting that 
as one ages, society’s expectations 
become more difficult, she also said 
that being single is less painful now 
than it was at the age of twenty- 
one. Professor Vreugdenhil spoke 
about the value of her friendships 
and family relationships, as well 
her confidence that she is where 
God wants her to be right now. 
However, she also warned that 
although we are comforted by God's 
plan, bad things can still happen; as 
an example, she spoke of the many 
painful divorces experienced by her 
friends and family. 

Those in attendance voiced many 
comments as well. Some felt that 
students tend to hold an idealized 
view of marriage, making marriage 
the purpose of their life and pushing 
aside God’s purpose. Instead, we 
should make our goal the furthering 
of the Gospel and growing in Christ, 
no matter our marital status. As one 
student concluded, God is control. €? 


ebruary 11, 2004 


~ ARTS AND CULTURE 


“Uncovered II” Showcases Students’ Music 


Original tunes and 
lyrics create vibrant 
evening of talent 


BY AMY BINDER 


“Uncovered Il,” Redeemer’s 
night of original music, certainly 
did contain some original material. 
From two nearly-spoken songs, to 
one about birds dying, to another 
that was about a sweater (but really 
about a relationship), no song was 
exactly like another. Redeemer’s 
unique and diverse student body 
was represented in the original works 
that the artists brought to this Thresh 
event. After each performance the 
performer was asked a few questions 
pertaining to faith and music and the 
meaning of his or her song. 

ThenightbeganwithAdam Brittain, 
clad in a very snazzy pinstriped suit, 
who sang “Sometimes,” a song of 
encouragement for people who are 
having a tough time in a relationship 
with friends, family, or even God. The 
lyrics and music were very accessible 
and comfortable, and formed a good 


JENNIFER PAMPLIN 


Adam Brittain, clad in his 


very snazzy pinstripe suit, performs his 


original song “Sometimes”. 


start for the night. Next up was Seth 
Veenstra, accompanied by Nathan 
de Jager, performing a song called 
“Apostate.” This piece was about an 
angel who fell in love with a man, 
only to be spurned by him. It was a 
story told in mumbles and fumbled 
chords; a very blues-y number. 
Veenstra had problems playing his 
guitar and singing at the same time, 
and there were some moments when 
the timing of the guitar and the two 
vocalists didn’t match up at all, but 
the song was interesting anyway. 

Third on the list was Lindsay 
Adams, who sang “A Once Upon A 
Time Song.” Written on Valentine’s 
Day when Adams was 14, it tells the 
story of her mother as a teenager and 
a mother, and of Adams herself. In 
her interview, Adams commented 
that, “As Christian songwriters we 
need to come up with fresh ways 
of looking at life and our Creator... 
[because] He is fresh every day.” This 
song certainly took a fresh look at 
life. Melodic and unique, it was very 
well received by the audience. 

Nathan de Jager and Seth Veenstra 
then took the stage again, this time in 
reversed roles, Nathan took over the 
vocals, melodically speaking “Old 
Part of Town.” The inspiration 
from this song was taken from 
de Jager’s life experiences of 
hitchhiking and looking for 
the “jumpin’” part of any 
town, which tended to be in 
the old section. De Jager’s 
voice is especially suited to 
the sort of folksy ballad that 
this song aspired to be, though 
occasionally his gravelly 
delivery made it impossible 
to understand what he was 
saying. 

Hannah Visser was the fifth 
person to perform. Her song, 
“Who I Am,” was written out a 
time of questioning how much 
she was willing to conform to 


xd 4 |’ another's view of her. Asking, 
"Do you want to be / buried™ 


under so many layers / that 
you forget / who you are?” 
Visser challenges the listener 
to be who they were created to 
be, not who someone else told 
them to be. Though Visser was 
quiet at the beginning of the 
song, she gained confidence as 


Groans and Clichés in 
Chasing Liberty 


Film caters to 
under-16 crowd 


BY SCOTT FAIRLEY 


Few genres of cinema inspire 
such strong and diverse reactions 
as the “chick flick”. The genre has 
delighted women for decades, and 
at the same time struck fear in the 
hearts of boyfriends. Well, I’m willing 
to admit that I have recently fulfilled 
my role of male counterpart, and sat 
through Chasing Liberty, starring teen 
pop princess Mandy Moore as the 
president's daughter, and newcomer 
Matthew Goode (not to be confused 
with Canadian Alt-Rocker Matthew 
Good) as her dark and mysterious 
love interest. The story told in 
Chasing Liberty is something of a 
cliché in itself. First Daughter Anna 
Foster (Moore), frustrated with her 
inability to act like a normal 18-year- 
old due to her father’s profession, 
seeks one night of freedom during a 
Presidential visit to Europe. Her life 
is guarded 24/7 by the secret service, 
so she is understandably excited. But 
her father goes back on his word, and 
she discovers she has nearly a dozen 
agents following her that night. She 
finds Ben outside the club, and the 
two escape the long arm of the law 
together, traveling through Venice, 
Austria and Germany. During their 
journey, she and Ben fall in love. 
Little does she know that Ben is 
actually an agent himself, assigned 
by the President himself to give Anna 
the illusion of freedom. 

So how does it stack up to the likes 
of, say, She's All That or Can't Hardly 
Wait? Not very well, unfortunately, 
Despite the best efforts of Moore, 
Goode and director Andy Cadiff, 


this movie seems like the same story 
we've seen a hundred times before. 
It is plagued by too many boring 
and predictable characters, such as 
the painfully stereotypical Gondola 
driver/taxi driver in Venice. It also 
features laughably poor dialogue 
in the worst places. An example of 
such dialogue would be a potentially 
touching scene between mother and 
daughter, when the first lady asks 
Anna “How’s your heart?” and she 
sheepishly replies “A little broken.” 
That line earned a groan from the 
largely teenage audience, who were 
seemingly smitten with the film until 
that point. Many felt that Mandy 
Moore had made a large step away 
from the MTV-dominated teenage 
market with A Walk To Remember, but 
this movie has either proved them 
wrong, or been a big step backwards, 
as it seems to cater only to the under- 
16 crowd. 

There were, however, some bright 
spots in this otherwise dull film, The 
romantic relationship between the 
two secret service agents assigned 
to follow Anna through Europe 
(played by Jeremy Piven and 
Anabella Sciorra) was refreshingly 
humorous and warm, It was a 
nice diversion for the more mature 
viewers in attendance. The locales, 
however cliché, were pleasant, and 
made the movie seem a bit deeper. 
And the casting of Goode as Anna’‘s 
love interest was a smart move, as 
he managed to compliment Moore’s 
character very well. However, I don’t 
recommend anything more than a 
rental of this movie. If you like this 
style of romantic comedy, it could 
make for an entertaining evening, 
but it simply isn’t unique enough to 
warrant anything more than a single 
viewing. « * 


she sang, and the powerful message 
of the song was complimented by the 
soft strength of her voice. 

The next artist to take the stage was 
Bonnie Sutherland, who sang what 
was undeniably the most unsettling 
song of the evening. The eerie 
plinking of her mandolin, combined 
with the morbid lyrics, combined to 
make “Dead End” a dark song. With 
its theme of death, this song brought 
a dark tone to the atmosphere of the 
event. 

Spirits were revived when Nathan 
Stretch took the stage. Accompanied 
by Matt McKenna, Stretch sang 
“This Is Where It All Started to 
Unravel,” a song that came out of “a 
jumbled bunch of feelings and crap” 
in Stretch’s life. This song played 
out on two levels--the physical, as 
an observer in the song indicates 
a point in a knitted sweater as the 


place where it starts to unravel and 
where the pattern is picked up again, 
and the metaphorical, as the speaker 
is clearly not just talking about the 
sweater, but also a relationship. In 
spite of its double meanings, this 
song was easy to follow and to enjoy. 

Second to last was Patrice 
Thompson, singing “Within.” This 
was the most explicitly Christian 
song of the night. Thompson’s 
powerful voice soared over the piano 
(played by Todd Adamowich) in a 
song of faith in God, and the belief 
that one is beautiful in His gaze. In 
her interview, Thompson said that 
sometimes her faith comes out in 
her songs and sometimes it’s further 
in the background. This song clearly 
demonstrates one of the times when 
her faith was undeniably at the fore. 

The last number of the night was 
performed by The New Theory, a 


band made of residents of dorm 13. 
The only rock number of the night 
featured three guitars, a bass, and a 
solid drum solo, “Take Control” was 
a little rough, having been written 
only a few days before the show, 
and the musical accompaniment 
drowned out Andrew Nunn’s vocals, 
but the song was well-performed and 
appreciated by the audience. Though 
some of the band members have only 
been playing their instruments for a 
few years, this group has gelled in 
their three weeks of officially being 
a band. The night ended with Nunn 
plugging a concert in the black box 
on February 27th with bands Almost 
the Answer and The Junction. 

In spite of the meager 
advertisement for this event, 
Uncovered II was well-attended, and 
proved to be an entertaining night of 
original music. « * 


Coffeehouse Rolls On, in the Caf. 


More funny and 
talented students 
strut their stuff 


BY JIM FLUIT 


To the chanting of his many fans, 
Sam Frisk took the stage and opened 
up “Coffeehouse in the Caf” last 
Thursday. Kicked out of our usual 
location because of Méissionfest, 
we were deprived of the engaging, 
theatre-like atmosphere of the front 
foyer. However, the crowd made 
themselves comfortable, even pulling 
the usual couches into the front row. 

With Valentines Day only a week 
and a half away, Karmyn Giesbrecht 
and Christy Paterson hosted the 
evening with the intention of giving 
the guys in the room “wooing 
advice”: specifically whatnot to do to 
win a girl's heart. Christy encouraged 
all the guys to pay careful attention, 
but although they were well received, 
it seemed that I was the only one 
taking her advice seriously enough 
to take notes. The episodes were 
played throughout the evening, 
documenting the hapless efforts ot 
Derek Albrecht and Steve Geleynse 
to pull off dates with Christy and 
Karmyn. Guys, here are the most 
useful dating tips I gleaned: 

- Don’t call her “snookums” on the 
first date. 

- Eating out of the same pot is 
neither romantic nor good hygiene. 

- Don’t try to impress her by 
reading Song of Songs to her at a 
Bible study. 

- A snack at the Esso station does 
not count as a romantic dinner date 
— especially when you don’t have 
enough money to pay for her food 


BY DR. TIMOTHY EPP, 
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF 
SOCIOLOGY 


“Wow! There are so many great 
concerts going on in the cities of 
Hamilton and Toronto! How does 
Dr. Epp find all of these events and 
artists?” Actually, I’m still waiting... 
and waiting... for someone to ask 
that question. While | wait, I’ll give 
you some tips in terms of exploring 
the world of popular music for 
yourself. First, one of the best 
resources for finding good music 
is located right on campus: Student 
Life. Pay particular attention to 
the artists reviewed in the pages 
of Paste and Relevant Magazines. 
Visit the websites of these artists 
to get a better sense of their 
songwriting, music, values and 
concert listings. Second, explore 
other worthy Christian and non- 
Christian publications for further 
write-ups on artists who express 
Christian faith and/or concern for 
our world, such as Prism (in the 
RUC library), Cornerstone (put out 
by Jesus People USA), Sojourners 
and New Internationalist. Magazines 


- Don’t ask for dating advice from 
Christa Hesselink 

Like always, there was also a great 
variety of musical talent. Veronica 
White ably, though quietly, sang 
along with Creed’s With Arms Wide 
Open. Steve Dykstra, of Dorm 27 
fame, once again opened our eyes 
to the fragile beauties and tragic 
injustices of campus life in the subtle 
way that only he can do. He spoke of 
freedom and beauty in a voice clear 
and proud, like the snow fort Dorm 
7 once had. People began to march 
toward the security office with torches 
and pickaxes, but Sam kept the 
crowd under control by explaining 
how security had justified the 
destruction of the fort — citing among 
other things that it was a fire hazard, 
it encouraged public urination, and it 
was ugly. Later, Paul Newton got the 
crowd laughing with an interpretive 
dance, but Dennis Harrington and 
Jimmy Bender should have received 
more recognition for playing the 
accompanying song so well. 

A few students put together a skit 
for Senior Impact, singing Amazing 
Grace in far from 
amazing voices. Their 
point was that the 
elderly love to hear 
us sing, regardless of 
how we sound. Next, 
Jason Legg mounted 
the stage with his 
lucky ripped jeans 
and soft song titled 
Poetry in Airplanes. 
He strummed 
and sang with 
confidence and skill, 
but unfortunately 
it wasn’t enough to 
prevent whispering 
here and there. While 
playing the piano, 


Greater Hamilton Concert Calendar 


As Christians, we are called to be in the world but not of it, discerning the spirits that inform every aspect 
of our lives. This column provides recommendations for life-affirming live music in the Hamilton area, in an 
invitation to each of us to engage responsibly in this process of cultural discernment. 


such as Rolling Stone, Spin and 
Exclaim! occasionally include articles 
that discuss music/faith advocacy, 
but you need to use discretion when 
reading these publications, as they 
also have write-ups about elements 
of pop culture that aren't as healthy 
for us (Spin tends to react against 
Christian artists). These magazines 
also carry concert listings from time 
to time. Finally, pay attention to the 
Hamilton Spectator for weekly event 
listings and artist write-ups, and to 
View, View is the only local newspaper 
to carry detailed, regular concert 
listings. Again, use discretion with 
View as they devote the final pages 
of their newspaper to personals and 
other less-than-healthy ads, In fact, 
pray for discretion in everything that 
you see and hear and do. 

On to the concert listings: 

Ladysmith Black Mambazo, April 
19, Massey Hall, Toronto: Remember 
Paul Simon's Graceland? Remember 
those incredible voices backing Paul 
Simon? Want to know who those 
voices belong to? If you do, mark 
April 19th on your calendar as a date 
to see Ladysmith Black Mambazo. 
Legends of African music, LBM 
accompanied Nelson Mandela to 


Jimmy Bender, together with 
Dennis Harrington, provides 
the accompaniment for an interpretive dance. 


Mike Trolly sang his own song, Are 
You Coming Back, expressing some 
of the doubts and questions we all 
have about Jesus. In the music, he 
prayed that he might see “More of 
You, less of me.” Wes deJonge was 
next, tickling the ivories with an 
impressive piece until the piano was 
laughing hysterically. 

The Lovejoys, who are becoming 
a mainstay at Coffeehouse, appeared 
last to perform a song for those who 
hate Valentines Day, with the classic 
theme of a heartbroken guy and his 
heartbreaking ex-girlfriend. Even 
better was their rendition of U2’s One, 
with a little In the Name of Love by the 
same band thrown into the outro. 
Subtle Christian themes are strong 
undercurrents in the music of both 
U2 and the Lovejoys. 

The night closed with an exclusive 
offer to join a pool, for five bucks, 
with the chance of, taking Rob 


Joustra to the upcoming “banquet. 
The Lovejoys pounced on this offer 
immediately, so ladies, help out Rob 
and sign up now! « ? 


LOUIZANDRE DAUPHIN 


the Nobel Peace Prize ceremony 
in Oslo, sang at his inauguration, 
and embody the traditions of South 
Africa. LBM sings ISICATHAMIYA 
(Is-Cot-A-Me-Ya), 

music originating in the mines 
of South Africa by black workers 
taken away from their families 
to work. LBM’s website explains 
the origins of the group’s name: 
“‘Ladysmith’ is the hometown of 
a band member’s family; ‘Black’ 
refers to black oxen, the strongest 
on the farm; ‘Mambazo’ refers to an 
axe — symbolic of the group's ability 
to ‘chop down’ the competition. So 
good were they that after a time 
they were forbidden to enter the 
competitions but welcomed, of 
course, to entertain at them.” Group 
members are committed Christians, 
who devote their energy to raising 
consciousness about South Africa. 


Don’t forget these upcoming 
events, featured in previous 
columns: 


The Sadies; February 20, The 
Underground, Hamilton, 

Luther Wright & the Wrongs: 
March 12, The Underground, 
Hamilton. ¢ 
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CLUB SPOTLIGHT 


New People, 


New Heights 


for 4Adonai 


BY DAVE VANT ERVE 


It has been a year of change, 
excitement, and growth for 
4Adonai. Last year, three members 
of the team who had each served 
the group for four years (Amy 
Rideout, Kate Riley, and April 
Hubert) graduated, leaving some 
large holes in the band, Remaining 
were Jason Legg on guitar, Phil 
Trapasso on drums, and myself, 
Dave Vant Erve, on vocals. 

With these departures and 
Jason's decision to delay his return 
to Redeemer until January, we were 
in some serious need of musicians 
to supplement our drum-vocal 
tandem. God has filled this need 
beyond measure. After a difficult 
audition process, 4Adonai had four 
new members: Elizabeth Rauws on 
bass guitar, Amy Klumpenhower 
on piano and background vocals, 
Duane Knight on guitar, and Rachel 
Epps on vocals. 

God really blessed us through 
October and November, giving us 
a lot of time to have fun building 
relationships with each _ other, 
praying together, and learning 


to lead worship as a team. He 
also blessed us with two great 
ministry opportunities at London 
First CRC and, more recently, the 
SASC Winter Retreat. Nothing 
pulls a band together better than 
leading worship from 10:45pm 
until 12:45am, including completely 
unrehearsed songs, after a day of 
frolicking in the snow and being 
challenged by a holy God. We 
were truly blessed to be given this 
opportunity, and look forward to 
further interaction with SASC in the 
years to come. 

With Jason Legg back this 
semester, Matt West stepping in as 
techie, and Jason Riddell replacing 
Phil on the drummer's stool, we're 
seeing more change, excitement, 
and growth. More ministry 
opportunities have been provided, 
and the semester looks very 
promising. The more distant future 
is also bright, as all but one of us 
could be continuing with the band 
in coming years. This ought to add 
some consistency to the unique mix 
of talent, character, and heart that is 
4Adonai. « 


Alpha 


BY CHERYL JOHNSON 


music and fun, these are 
what Alpha Praise is all about! 
For the past five years, Alpha has 
led worship in various churches, 
schools, youth services, and other 


God, 


Redeemer’s Alpha Praise Club 


events, in various parts of Ontario. 
You may have seen us play at two 
Spiritual Entreats, or leading a 
chapel service at Redeemer. The 
main purpose of Alpha Praise is 
to partner with Alumni Relations 
in saying, thank you to Redeemer’s 


The Minstrel 
Spotlights 
Student’s 

Creative 
Writing 


So far this semester, we at The 
Minstrel, Redeemer’s own creative 
writing journal, have been working 
hard on getting last semester’s issue 
out and have been preparing for the 
next issue, Your patience during the 
delay was very much appreciated. 
Have no fear, we've worked out 
the kinks and once again we want 
your submissions! Photos, poems, 
short stories and drawings are 
all welcome. Please note: due to 
the inordinate amount of trouble 
caused by a misbehaving printer 
and some lost poems, absolutely no 
email submissions will be accepted. 
Check out the posters around the 
school and keep an eye on Time 
Out for more information regarding 
deadlines. . 


Praise Leads Worship 
Across Ontario 


supporting community, as well as 
to promote our school using our 
gifts in worship and music. In the 
coming months, we will be playing 
at various youth events and church 
services in the area, and plan to play 
for chapel on March 10th. 

We'll be looking for new 
talent next year, as some of 
our musicians are graduating. 
If you’ re interested in joining 
|) Alpha Prei ise, keep an eye out 
for audition announcements 
next semester. We are also 
open to new opportunities 
to worship and bless others 
using the talents God has 
given us, If you're interested 
in inviting Alpha Praise to 
play at your church or event, 


you can contact Cheryl at 
cl ) @ aye | ve) 


or Melissa at 
fle shbeate r@ al 


We'd love to hear from you! <? 
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DIVERSIONS 


The Problem with 
Opinionated People 


BY ANDREW VIS 


“Ship all the immigrants in this 
country back to their own country.” 
“Stay away from him, he’s a right- 
wing neo-fascist!” 

“Burn the Dutch!” 

“Religion is for those intellectually 
inferior.” 


No matter where I go, it seems 
that I can’t get away from pushy 
people and their obnoxious opinions. 
Frankly, I’m tired of it. Opinionated 
people rant and rave about this 
religious denomination, that gender, 
or the latest stunt pulled by the 
Redeemer administration. These 
biased bigots, however sincere they 
might be, are ignorant about their 
repulsive and damaging method 
of communication. I would like to 
share my own objective insights 
about opinionated people and the 
problems they cause. 

First, opinionated people are 
uninformed. Those who like to 
spout their views to the world 
never have a basis for their beliefs. 
Take an acquaintance of mine, for 
example, He loves to rant about 


the stupidity of environmentalists 


or the inadequacy of the Bush 
administration. However, if 
[ interrupt his speech with a 


penetrating question, his ranting will 
give way to a dumbfounded stupor 
and a series of “well, ummm...”s. 
Like all opinionated people, his 
opinions are not factually-based. 

Second, these unenlightened 
buffoons can’t seem to see outside 
their own little box. Though these 
know-it-alls believe that they are 
objective and can see the whole 
picture, their view is limited to what 
is directly in front of them. Other 
views — often the more intelligent 
ones - are ignored. This makes 
opinionated people irritating to be 
around, and impossible to have a 
conversation with, They are entirely 
closed off to any kind of reason, 
except their own. 

Third, the close-minded attitude 
of opinionated people promotes, 
and is the result of, pride. These 
arrogant blockheads, possessing 
some “higher” form of knowledge, 
believe they are superior to the 
general population. This pride often 
leads to the use of derogatory names 


to label those who wield opinions 
different from their own. 

Last, because opinionated people 
are so ego-centric, they believe that 
their opinions are the absolute truth. 
The result is a conglomerate of over- 
zealous people, each willing to 
impose his or her sentiments upon 
the rest of the world. This leads to 
a world of fighting and strife, with 
people battling to make their own 
opinions become the status quo. 
Insults, angry letters to the editor, 
hate mail, and bombs are their 
weapons of choice. Those lucky 
enough to gain a sufficient following 
are able to subject millions of 
people to their view, causing untold 
amounts of human suffering. Strong 
opinions lead to war, not peace. 

Clearly, opinionated people cause 
tremendous amounts of trouble in 
the world. Though I have tried to 
talk to a number of these loudmouths 
about their flaw, all have refused to 
heed my advice. I’ve decided there 
is nothing to be done save to ship 
all opinionated to the South Pole 
to begin new settlements. Let them 
fight it out down there. « * 


OSSL Celebrates Success, 
Continues Pursuit of Justice 


BY BRIAN DIJKEMA 


After a solid fall semester, 
highlighted by October’s “Live 
Justice” concert, the Ontario 
Student Solidarity Local is looking 
forward to the winter semester here 
at Redeemer. The club was awarded 
Catapult Magazine's Asterisk Award 
for Christian cultural awareness in 
January, and hopes to continue its 
success in the coming year. This 
semester, mumerous members 
of OSSL will be joining other 
Redeemer students at Jubilee 2004 
in Pittsburgh, an event for Christian 
university students. Look out for a 
continued drive to raise Canadian 


awareness and press for the release 
of imprisoned Christian 
unionists in Cuba. We also pla 
on hosting the annual Fireside 
Chat, discussing “Christians and 
Trade Unions: Conflicting Cause 
or Creational Calling?” That event 
will be held on the evening of 
Monday Feb. 23 in the Rec. Centre, 
and will feature two students, two 
professors and two professionals 
who are familiar with the impact 
of Christian involvement in trade 
unions. It should be an evening of 
lively debate and fruitful discussion, 
and we hope to see you there! If you 
would like to know more about our 
group or would like to join, email 
bdijkem@redeemer.on.ca. «? 


VA? Guides Share 
Redeemer with Guests 


BY ALBERT POSTMA 


Perhaps in the past you have been 
wandering around the school when 
suddenly something spiffy and red 
has caught your eye. You look, and 
it’s not Clifford the big red dog, but 
the members of VA? sporting their 
fashionable red vests. Then you 
realize: it is an enRoute day. 

Perhaps you remember the days 
of visiting universities, trying to 
figure out which is the one for 
you. The Admissions department 
at Redeemer hosts periodical 
‘enRoute’ days to allow prospective 
Redeemerites to check out the 


school. Students take tours, stay 
overnight in residences, eat lunch 
with professors, and take in staff 
presentations. The events are set up 
to give the visitor a true glimpse of 
what Redeemer is all about. 

The Volunteer Admissions 
Assistant (VA?) team works directly 
with the Admissions department 
to make the day run as smoothly 
as possible. The VA? students who 
share their love of Redeemer with 
others are what make enRoute days 
special. Next year, more students will 
be needed to fill their ranks; for more 
information, talk to Albert Postma, 


apostma@redeemer.on.ca. €” 


Hot Spot Brings Revival and 
Worship Home 


BY DAVE VLASBLOM 


Hot Spot is an exciting gathering 
that is completely open to everyone 
at Redeemer! It is a monthly 
evening of praise and worship 
that takes place at 10:30pm in 
a volunteer dorm on a Friday 
evening. Last month, it was held in 
dorm 26, and was a great success. 
We sang worship songs with the 
accompaniment of guitars and a 
cello. Our singing was interspersed 
with time for prayer, reflection, and 
scripture reading. Several dorms 
generously provided us with baked 


NOTABLE QUOTABLES 


“That’s a neat thought, if you’re into 
thinking.” 
- John Knox 


“I’m gorgeous when I take a shower, you 
should come see me!” 
- Mrs. Chiang 


“I do my part to destroy all that is pure and 
holy in our world.” 
- Rob Joustra 


“Tt’s almost Valentine’s Day. I don’t expect 
anything (from husband Anton), but I do 
hope he can stick around at least five 
minutes at the dance.” : 
- Jacqueline Donkersloot 


Asked “Are you a Trekkie?”: 
“No, but I know too many of them.” ate | 
- Dr. Gideon Strauss = a 


refreshments. Hot Spot will next be 
held at the end of this month. Look 
for information about the date and 
place in TimeOut and at the Senate 
Office. We still need volunteers to 
host Hot Spot and to offer musical 
accompaniment! If you're interested 
in volunteering for Hot Spot, or if 
you want the latest news on the 
next Hot Spot, you can contact Dave 
Vlasblom (dvlasbl@redeemer.on.ca) 
or Erin Ensing (eensing@redeem 
er.on.ca). Hot Spot is one of the 
ministries of Student Senate’s 
Spiritual and Services Committee 
(SASC). «? 
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